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Fellow Subscribers and Guests,

Pittsburghers have always cherished their traditions, from reserving parking
spaces with chairs and piling french fries on sandwiches to hitting the UPMC Rink 
at PPG Place every winter and enjoying Shakespeare in the Parks every summer.

The Pittsburgh Speakers Series is another proud tradition for our city and one
that the University of Pittsburgh is honored to support.

In fact, when we learned about the opportunity to host the series, we didn’t 
hesitate to accept. Pitt’s mission—after all—is to leverage knowledge through 
teaching, research and community service for society’s gain, and this work 
requires a diverse and robust range of perspectives and discussions to advance. 
It’s also work that is underway at a time when civic dialogue has never been so 
absent—or so essential.

Thankfully, we have an incredible lineup of speakers ahead. Here’s to enjoying
the series and using it as a platform to do what Pittsburghers—and college
campuses—do best. And that is: connect, learn and grow.

Sincerely,

Patrick Gallagher
Chancellor, University of Pittsburgh
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One of the most highly accomplished public figures in 
America today, former Attorney General Loretta Lynch has 
been a leading progressive voice during her 30+ year highly 
distinguished career. 

Lynch is the first female African American Attorney General 
of the United States. Nominated by President Obama in 
November 2014, she was sworn in as the 83rd Attorney 
General of the United States by then-Vice President Joe Biden 
in April 2015.

Described by President Barack Obama as “the only lawyer 
in America who battles mobsters, drug lords, and terrorists, 
and still has the reputation for being a charming ‘people 
person,’” she has been instrumental in shaping the direction 
of the nation on several tough issues. She improved the 
relationship between local law enforcement and the 
communities they serve, and she has taken bold stances on 
criminal justice reform.  

In 1990, after a period in private practice, Lynch joined the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of New York 
located in Brooklyn, the city she considers her adopted home. 
In 1999, President Bill Clinton appointed her to lead the office 
as United States Attorney, a post she held until 2001. Then 
again, in 2010, Lynch was appointed head U.S. Attorney by 
President Obama. 

Lynch has spent years in the trenches rising through the ranks 
as a prosecutor, aggressively fighting terrorism, financial 
fraud, and cybercrime—all while vigorously defending civil 
and human rights.

While leading the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District 
of New York, she became known for the high-profile civil 
rights conviction of two Brooklyn police officers who brutally 
assaulted Haitian immigrant Abner Louima. 

While in private practice, Lynch served as a volunteer legal 
advisor for the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, 
established to prosecute those responsible for human rights 
violations in the 1994 genocide in that nation.

Born in Greensboro, NC, the daughter of a school librarian and 
fourth-generation Baptist minister, Lynch was also inspired by 
stories about her grandfather, a sharecropper in the 1930s, 
who helped members of his community who had no recourse 
under the Jim Crow system. 

She graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree, cum laude, 
from Harvard College in 1981, and received her J.D. from 
Harvard Law School in 1984. 
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Before being tapped to head the CIA, John O. Brennan served 
as daily intelligence briefer to President Bill Clinton, as the 
founding director of the National Counterterrorism Center 
during President George W. Bush’s administration, and as 
Assistant for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism for 
President Barack Obama. He was deeply involved in the 
decision-making for an array of complex international issues, 
including Osama bin Laden, the Arab Spring, Benghazi, 
ISIS, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Syria, the Iran deal, and Russian 
election meddling.

Brennan was appointed as director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency in 2013. As director, he managed intelligence 
collection, analysis, covert action, counterintelligence, and 
liaison relationships with foreign intelligence services. Before 
becoming director, Brennan served at the White House for four 
years as assistant to the President for Homeland Security and 
Counterterrorism. During that time, he advised the President 
on counterterrorism strategy and helped coordinate the U.S. 
government’s approach to homeland security, including its 
policies for responding to terrorism, cyber-attacks, natural 
disasters, and pandemics. 

Brennan began his service in government at the CIA, where 
he worked from 1980 to 2005. He spent most of his early 
career in the agency’s main analytic arm, the Directorate 
of Intelligence, specializing in the Near East and South Asia 
before directing counterterrorism analysis in the early 1990s. 
In 1994 and 1995, he was the agency’s intelligence briefer to 
President Bill Clinton. 

After an assignment as a chief of station in the Middle 
East, Brennan served from 1999 to 2001 as chief of staff to 
George Tenet, who was then director of Central Intelligence. 
Brennan next worked as deputy executive director of the CIA 
until 2003, when he began leading a multiagency effort to 
establish what would become the National Counterterrorism 
Center. In 2004, he became the center’s interim director. 

After retiring from the CIA in 2005, Brennan worked in the 
private sector for three years. He also now serves as Senior 
National Security and Intelligence Analyst at NBC News and 
MSNBC and released Undaunted: My Fight Against America’s 
Enemies, at Home and Abroad in October 2021. 

Brennan graduated from Fordham University with a bachelor’s 
degree in political science. While enrolled at Fordham, he 
studied abroad at the American University in Cairo. He later 
attended the University of Texas at Austin, where he earned a 
master’s degree in government with a concentration in Middle 
Eastern studies. Brennan was born in Jersey City, New Jersey. 
He is married and has three children.
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A prominent journalist in Asia for more than 35 years, 
Maria Ressa is the co-founder, CEO, and Executive Editor 
of Rappler.com, the top digital-only news site leading the 
fight for press freedom in the Philippines. Ressa has been 
honored around the world for her courageous and bold 
work in fighting disinformation, “fake news,” and attempts to 
silence the free press. 

In 2021, she was one of two journalists awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize for her work in exposing abuses of power and 
growing authoritarianism under Philippine President Rodrigo 
Duterte. As she accepted the award, Ressa called the world 
to action, reminding us that, “Without facts, you can’t have 
truth. Without truth, you can’t have trust. Without trust, 
we have no shared reality, no democracy, and it becomes 
impossible to deal with our world’s existential problems: 
climate, coronavirus, the battle for truth.”

For her courage and work on disinformation and “fake news,” 
Ressa was named one of Time Magazine’s 2018 Persons of 
the Year and was one of Time’s Most Influential Women of the 
Century. She was also part of Prospect magazine’s world’s top 
50 thinkers. In 2020, among her awards were the Journalist of 
the Year award, the John Aubuchon Press Freedom Award, 
and the Four Freedoms Award. In 2021, UNESCO awarded 
her the Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize.

Ressa was born in the Philippines but grew up in the United 
States. She attended Princeton University and after her 
graduation in 1986, she returned to Manila on a Fulbright 
fellowship, and worked for the newly liberated government 
station, as director of newscasts. In 1987, she began 
reporting for CNN and joined ABS-CBN as the director and 
producer of Probe, the first and longest-running investigative 
news magazine in the Philippines. 

In 1988, she opened and ran CNN’s Manila bureau for nearly 
a decade before moving to Indonesia and opening the 
network’s Jakarta bureau, which she ran until 2005. She then 
returned to Manila as the SVP of ABS-CBN’s multimedia news 
operations, managing about a thousand journalists for the 
country’s largest news organization.

Ressa wrote Seeds of Terror: An Eyewitness Account of al-
Qaeda’s Newest Center of Operations in Southeast Asia and 
From Bin Laden to Facebook: 10 Days of Abduction, 10 Years 
of Terrorism. She is writing, How to Stand up to a Dictator, for 
publication in 2022. 
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Erik Larson is the author of eight books, six of which became 
New York Times bestsellers. His latest books, The Splendid and 
the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family, and Defiance During the Blitz 
and Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania, both hit no. 
1 on the list soon after launch. His saga of the Chicago World’s 
Fair of 1893, The Devil in the White City, was a finalist for the 
National Book Award, and won an Edgar Award for fact-crime 
writing; it lingered on various Times bestseller lists for the 
better part of a decade. Hulu plans to adapt the book for a 
limited TV series, with Leonardo DiCaprio and Martin Scorsese 
as executive producers. Larson’s In the Garden of Beasts, about 
how America’s first ambassador to Nazi Germany and his 
daughter experienced the rising terror of Hitler’s rule, has 
been optioned by Tom Hanks for development as a feature 
film. He recently published an audio-only ghost story, No One 
Goes Alone, which has been optioned by Netflix.  

Larson’s first book of narrative nonfiction, Isaac’s Storm, about 
the giant hurricane that destroyed Galveston, Texas, in 1900, 
won the American Meteorology Society’s prestigious Louis J. 
Battan Author’s Award. The Washington Post called it the, “Jaws 
of hurricane yarns.” Larson is particularly pleased to have won 
the Chicago Public Library Foundation’s 2016 Carl Sandburg 
Literary Award for Non-Fiction.

He graduated summa cum laude from the University of 
Pennsylvania, where he studied Russian history, language and 
culture; he received a masters in journalism from Columbia 
University. After a brief stint at the Bucks County Courier Times, 
Larson became a staff writer for the Wall Street Journal, and 
later a contributing writer for Time Magazine. His magazine 
stories have appeared in the New Yorker, the Atlantic Monthly, 
Harper’s, and other publications.

He has taught non-fiction writing at San Francisco State, the 
Johns Hopkins Writing Seminars, the University of Oregon, 
and the Chuckanut Writers Conference in Bellingham, Wash., 
and has spoken to audiences from coast to coast. A former 
resident of Seattle, he now lives in Manhattan with his 
wife—a retired neonatologist,whom he met on a blind date. 
She is the author of the nonfiction memoir, Almost Home, 
which, as Larson puts it, could make a stone cry. They have 
three daughters in far-flung locations and professions. Their 
beloved dog Molly resides in an urn on a shelf overlooking 
Central Park, where they like to think she now spends most 
of her time.
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Scott Kelly is a former NASA astronaut and retired United 
States Navy Captain, U.S. spaceflight record holder, and an 
experienced test pilot having logged more than 15,000 hours 
of flight time in more than 40 different aircraft and spacecraft. 

He was selected by NASA as an astronaut in 1996. A veteran 
of four space flights, he piloted Space Shuttle Discovery 
to the Hubble space telescope in 1999 and subsequently 
commanded Space Shuttle Endeavour on a mission to the 
International Space Station (ISS) in 2007. 

Kelly’s long-duration space flight experience includes two 
flights on the Russian Soyuz spacecraft and two stays aboard 
the International Space Station: a 159-day mission in 2010-
2011 and his recorded-breaking 340-day mission in 2015. 

Kelly has traveled more than 200 million miles, which is more 
than twice the distance to the Sun and has orbited the Earth 
more than 8,300 times. He has received many awards and 
honors, including the Defense Superior Service Medal, the 
Legion of Merit, and the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

He was on the cover of Time Magazine in December 2014 and 
was named one of its 100 Most Influential People in 2015. 
Kelly also was recognized at the 2015 State of the Union 
Address by United States President Barack Obama. 

In 2016 Kelly published the New York Times best-selling memoir 
Endurance: A Year in Space, A Lifetime of Discovery. More recently 
he published Infinite Wonder: An Astronaut’s Photographs 
from a Year in Space, a collection of extraordinary images he 
photographed aboard the International Space Station, also a 
New York Times bestseller. He is the author of two children’s 
books, My Journey to the Stars and Goodnight, Astronaut. His 
most recent book is Ready for Launch: An Astronaut’s Lessons 
for Success on Earth.

Kelly received a Bachelor of Science degree from the State 
University of New York Maritime College and a Master of 
Science degree in Aviation Systems from the University 
of Tennessee. His identical twin brother, Mark, is also a 
former NASA astronaut and the current junior U.S. Senator 
from Arizona. 
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Tom Friedman is an internally renowned author, reporter, 
and columnist, and the author of seven bestselling books. The 
New York Times foreign affairs Op-Ed columnist since 1995, 
he is known for his direct reporting and accessible analysis of 
complex issues shaping the world. According to Foreign Policy 
magazine, “Friedman doesn’t just report on events; he helps 
shape them.” Winner of three Pulitzer Prizes, he has covered 
the great stories from around the globe for the New York 
Times since 1981. Vanity Fair called him “the country’s best 
newspaper columnist.”

With clear and compelling language, Friedman discusses the 
opportunities and challenges that profound “accelerations,” 
including technology and connectivity, pose for society. 
He also explores solutions—on a local and global level—to 
ensure the future of work, skills, income, and prosperity. 
 
In his latest bestseller, Thank You for Being Late: An Optimist’s 
Guide to Thriving in the Age of Accelerations, Friedman offers a 
blueprint for overcoming the stresses of a world transformed 
by technology, globalization, and climate change.
 
Friedman’s The World is Flat has sold four-and-a-half million 
copies and won the inaugural Financial Times and Goldman 
Sachs Business Book of the Year Award. In 2012 Friedman 
updated his National Book Award-winner, From Beirut to 
Jerusalem, adding a new discussion of the Arab Awakenings 
and Arab/Israeli relations.
 
Friedman’s Hot, Flat, and Crowded: Why We Need a Green 
Revolution—and How It Can Renew America, was a #1 New York 
Times bestseller. His other successes include Longitudes and 
Attitudes: The World in the Age of Terrorism, and The Lexus and 
the Olive Tree, which Kirkus Reviews called, “simply the best 
book written on globalization.”
 
Ranked #2 on the Wall Street Journal’s list of “influential 
business thinkers,” named one of 2011’s Thinkers50, and 
featured in Foreign Policy’s Top Global Thinkers in 2013, 
Friedman is considered one of “America’s Best Leaders” by US 
News & World Report. 
 
In awarding Friedman his third Pulitzer Prize, the Pulitzer 
Board cited his “clarity of vision, based on extensive 
reporting, in commenting on the worldwide impact of the 
terrorist threat.”

Friedman received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Mediterranean 
studies from Brandeis University. In 1978 he received a 
master’s in modern Middle East studies from Oxford. His 
column appears in the New York Times every Sunday and 
Wednesday.
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One of the longest-serving death row prisoners in Alabama 
history and among the longest-serving condemned prisoners 
to be freed after presenting evidence of innocence, Anthony 
Ray Hinton is the 152nd person exonerated from death row 
since 1983. He was released in April 2015 after spending 30 
years on Alabama’s death row for a crime he did not commit. 
He was released with the help of the Equal Justice Initiative 
(EJI), led by 2019 Speakers Series lecturer Bryan Stevenson. 

Today, Hinton works tirelessly as Community Educator for the 
EJI and travels both nationally and internationally to speak 
about his experience. He has become a powerful voice against 
the death penalty and speaks nationally about the urgent 
need for criminal justice reform. He has spoken at dozens of 
universities and conferences and is an incredibly compelling 
speaker and advocate. 

In 1985, Hinton was arrested and charged with two capital 
murders based solely on the assertion that a dusty revolver 
taken from his mother’s home was the gun used in both 
murders and in a third uncharged crime. EJI attorneys 
engaged three of the nation’s top firearms examiners, who 
testified in 2002 that the revolver could not be matched to 
crime evidence. State prosecutors never questioned the new 
findings but nonetheless refused to re-examine the case or 
concede error. 

After 12 more years of litigation, the U.S. Supreme Court 
reversed the lower courts, and a new trial was granted. 
The judge finally dismissed the charges after prosecutors 
said that scientists at the Alabama Department of Forensic 
Sciences tested the evidence and confirmed that the crime 
bullets cannot be matched to the Hinton weapon. Hinton 
was released.
 
Hinton’s inspirational memoir, The Sun Does Shine, How I Found 
Life and Freedom on Death Row was released in 2018 and 
featured in Oprah Winfrey’s book club in 2019. 
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